Professional nurses should have their own ethics: the current status of nursing ethics in the Dutch curriculum.
Should nurses have their own ethics to match specific problems met in their daily routines? How do nurses act in a society that is changing from a 'monocultural' to an 'intercultural' structure? What are the ethical consequences of these changes for their many tasks? How can the ethical aspects be taught to nurses? This article describes the current status of nursing ethics in the curriculum taught in schools of higher education for nurses in The Netherlands. Aspects of the debate on nursing ethics are outlined and ideas about its future as a subject and discipline in nurse education are offered.